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Le Bonheur (“Happiness”) is a high quality, award-winning boutique winery located in one of the most sought-after 
wine areas of South Africa - the Stellenbosch Wine of Origin district.  �is 400-acre estate dates back to the late 18th 
century when it was granted to the De Villiers family by its first owner, Lord Charles Somerset.  �e De Villiers 
family was among the first 200 French Huguenots to arrive in the Cape in 1689.  �e Distell organization purchased 
the estate in the 1990s and completely restored the 1820s Cape Dutch manor house to its original splendor. 

1.  The vineyards are situated at different altitudes 
from 650 to 1150 feet above sea level and each has its 
own, unique soil characteristics.

2.   Four years were spent perfecting the structure and 
composition of Le Bonheur’s soils, which are modeled 
after famous vineyards of France. The soils range from 
decomposed granite to red loam, clay, and sand. The 
soil today contains all the minerals and other nutrients 
for growing the top-performing varieties of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. 

3.  The Chardonnay vines are rooted in areas with 
well-drained soil and maximum exposure to the sun. 
The Sauvignon Blanc vines are planted on the lower 
slopes in cooler clay soils. The higher-lying vineyards 
with their red loam and decomposed granite soils are 
ideal for the Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

4.   All harvesting and sorting of the grapes is done 
by hand.

5.   The average age of the vines is 20 years old.

6.  The vines are cultivated under dryland conditions.
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