Crozes-Hermitage
Le Clos 2023

Rhoéne, France

OVERVIEW

Clos Saint George is a place apart. A mono-
pole of Maison Delas Freres, this historic prop- {' * VIENNE
erty was built in 1857 and was producing wine

even before the creation of the Crozes-Her-

mitage appellation in 1937. Enclosed within - Hermitage
its walls, the Clos shelters a landscaped park, :

fruit trees, and 2.5 hectares of planted vines. i

"T'he terroir lies on deep alluvial terraces, rich '
in rounded pebbles and clay, which give the TOURNON _"

wines a dense structure, marked freshness,

and a highly refined aromatic palette. One | ~  \_=0fMas jore A\, vaLENCE

of the finest expressions of Syrah, combining
structural power with an aromatic palette of ;
fruit and flowers. A wine with astonishing &
interplay of strength and finesse, crafted for
long ageing.

Saint-Joseph )% .

WINEMAKING
"The harvest is carried out by hand, after which the grapes are destemmed and gravity-fed into tempera-
ture-controlled stainless steel tanks. Each parcel is vinified separately in order to preserve the identity of
LE @IEOS cach terroir within the C‘los. E’)Xtractions are conducted gcntly, throggh moderate pump-overs and pun.ch-
CROZES-F{ER MITAGE downs, to preserve the Syrah’s natura_l clegance arlld avmq any tannic hgrshncss. Malolactlc. fcrment.atlon
retiaion eroata au it takes place in oak barrels, where a 15-month ageing period begins, with 30% new oak, with the aim of
enhancing the cuvées ageing potential. A final blending is carried out in stainless steel vats, where the wine
rests for a further six months to ensure optimal integration of structure and ageing.

5 . 95 Still very young and a little bit closed (with some graphite aroma), this great
POINTS Crozes-Hermitage has a very compact structure and excellent concentration. But what
JAMESSUCKLING.COM?  makes it really stand out is the wonderful freshness that lights up the long, stony finish.
As the wine aerates in the glass, the peppery, savory and meaty aromas of syrah unfurl like
aflag in the wind. From a small, west-facing slope that looks toward the Rhone. Excellent
VARIETALS: aging potential but can be drunk from release.

100% Syrah

N°: 45 5555

o3+ One of the pleasant surprises in the Delas range, the 2023 Crozes-Hermitage Le Clos is
POINTS crafted from the licu-dit Saint-Georges, on the final terraces before the Rhone, encom-
Sl passing some six hectares enclosed by walls. It opens with a slightly reductive bouquet

that gives way to aromas of cassis, nectarine and blackberry. Medium- to full-bodied,
juicy and deep, it offers excellent structure and substance, built around a long, sustained
mid-palate framed by finely chiseled, elegant tannins. This is a real success.

92 — 9 5 Just across from the Clos Florentin on the other side of the Rhone River, the 2023 Croz-
POINTS es-Hermitage Le Clos is deeper hued with a gorgeously textured, medium to full-bodied
JEBDUNNUCK  style that’s just about already hard to resist. Red and black fruits, game, bouquet garni,
and peppery, floral notes all define the aromatics, and it’s balanced, has fine tannins, and a
great finish. Brought up in 30% new oak, this is a stunning wine in the making,.




