
Dominus 2021
Varietals: 95% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc | New Oak: 40%

100PTS  | The 2021 Dominus, 95% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet Franc, is opaque purple-black in color. It needs 
a lot of coaxing to lure out scents of freshly crushed blackcurrants, blackberry preserves, stewed plums, and boysenberries giving way 
to subtle nuances of violets, licorice, and tar plus a touch of cedar in the background. The full-bodied palate is taut with densely laden, 
muscular black fruits framed by a firm grainy texture and well-played tension, finishing on a lingering ferrous note. A stunning vinous 
record of time and place, this is a 50-year+ Napa Cabernet to be experienced across generations. 3,700 cases were made.

100PTS  | One of the legendary Dominus, the 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon is unquestionably in the same league as 
the 2018, 2016, 2015, 2013, 2010, and 1991, and to my mind, wine simply doesn’t get any better. Sporting a dense purple hue as well 
as an incredible perfume of blackcurrants, crushed stone, cedar pencil, smoke tobacco, and baking spices, it s rich, full-bodied, and 
voluptuously textured, with ripe yet building tannins. It reminds me slightly of the 2010 (maybe the 2013), and I suspect it will have a 
similar evolution. Hide bottles for 7-8 years, and it will evolve gracefully for 30+ years. Hats off to the team of Christian Moueix and 
director Tod Mostero.

99PTS   | The purity of the cabernet fruit is so enticing, with blackcurrant, rose petals, nettles and subtle 
graphite. Touches of terra cotta and licorice. Full-bodied with super integrated tannins that are wonderfully polished, giving a cash-
mere texture that is really luxurious to taste at this early stage. It is quenching and so delicious already. 95% cabernet sauvignon and 
5% cabernet franc. Needs three to four years to come around but already a joy to taste. Try after 2027.

98PTS  | The 2021 Dominus is a powerful, tightly-coiled wine that is holding back quite a bit of reserve. There’s real 
depth and resonance waiting to emerge as the wine matures. Floral overtones and bright acids confer energy to a core of red/bluish 
fruits. Readers will find a Dominus built more on linear precision rather than opulence. It is hugely impressive in this tasting, with a 
long chalky finish.

Napanook 2021
Varietals: 92% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc, 2% Petit Verdot | New Oak: 20%

97PTS   | This shows a lot of class, with aromas of blackcurrants, graphite, blueberries, dried flowers, black 
truffles and a touch of forest floor. The palate is medium- to full-bodied, with seamless tannins that goes on and on. Endless. 
Blackcurrants, dark mushrooms and violets with hints of fresh rose stems and light herbs. Velvety texture. A blend of 92% cabernet 
sauvignon, 6% cabernet franc and 2% petit verdot. Better after 2027.

95PTS  | The 2021 Napanook is composed of 92% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc, and 2% Petit Verdot. 
Deep garnet-purple in color, it slowly emerges from the glass with expressive notes of blackcurrant pastilles, wild blueberries, and 
Morello cherries leading to an undercurrent of rosebud tea, cinnamon stick, and tilled soil with a waft of charcoal. The rich, con-
centrated, full-bodied palate delivers waves of black and blue fruit preserves supported by velvety tannins and well-knit freshness, 
finishing long and spicy. 3,000 cases were made.

95PTS  | The 2021 Napanook is one heck of a Napanook, offering complex notes of currants, cassis, graphite, 
leafy tobacco, lead pencil, and chocolate. Incredible on the palate, it s full-bodied and round, with supple, vibrant, incredible tan-
nins. This is easily the finest vintage I’ve tasted of this cuvée and it s the equivalent of many a Grand Vin from other producers.

92-94PTS  | The 2021 Napanook, tasted from barrel, is fabulous. Rich, deep and super-expressive, the 2021 captures all 
the best the vintage has to offer. A whole range of floral and savory overtones lend nuance. This vibrant, intensely mineral Caber-
net Sauvignon is an absolute delight to taste today, and an especially fine edition of Napanook, endowed with big fruit and equally 
potent tannins.

With near-perfect weather conditions for Dominus’ vineyard, their 2021 is a stunning wine that speaks of this singular 
site and stellar year. It also happens to be the year that their vineyard was certified organic.
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