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VARIETALS
90% CABERNET SAUVIGNON
4% CABERNET FRANC
6% PETIT VERDOT

OAK
40% NEW OAK
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Upon his discovery of the 124-acre Napanook vineyard in 1981, Christian Moueix founded Dominus Estate to produce one
of Napa Valley’s most acclaimed cabernet sauvignons. The vineyard’s volcanic, well-draining soils are specifically suited to
growing Bordeaux varietals, and winemaker Tod Mostero vinifies each dry-farmed parcel separately. Attention to detail is
unparalleled, with minimal intervention allowing the terroir to fully express itself in the wine.

Dominus Estate 2019

OVERVIEW

Located at the foothills of the Mayacamas, the Napanook vineyard was planted in 1838 and continues to
evolve under the stewardship of Christian Moueix. The estate’s Bordeaux varietals benefit from the Yountville
microclimate where temperatures are moderated by cool breezes from the San Pablo Bay. The resulting wine
is a uniquely refined expression of this special terroir.
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Composed of 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Cabernet Franc, and 6% Petit Verdot, the 2019 Dominus was
harvested from September 29 to October 10. It was aged in 40% new oak. Deep garnet-purple colored,
the nose slowly unfurls to unveil beguiling floral notes of candied violets and rose oil over a core of
créeme de cassis, blackberry pie, and plum preserves, giving way to notions of licorice, Indian spices,
iron ore, and crushed rocks. Full-bodied, the palate is jam-packed with taut, muscular black fruit layers,
intertwined with gorgeous floral and exotic spice accents, and framed by firm, finely grained tannins
with seamless freshness, finishing long and mineral-laced. Tightly coiled with so much latent energy
waiting to explode, this is a spectacular expression of the vintage and Napanook vineyard. Still tightly
coiled, give it a good 6-7 years in the cellar before broaching, and allow it a few hours in a decanter if
consumed before 2032. 3500 cases were made, to be released in May 2022. — Lisa Perrotti-Brown
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Lots of crushed stone, lead pencil and licorice aromas that are extremely aromatic and bright. Black
cherries, cloves and purple fruit, too. Full body and a round and ripe center-palate with a juicy interior.
It opens at the end with a savory and juicy finish. Layered and beautiful. Drinkable now, but better in
three or four years.
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The 2019 Dominus is blend of 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Petit Verdot and 4% Cabernet Franc, aged
in 40% new French oak. Impressively dark-hued in the glass, it yields scents of cherries and cassis on
the nose—or is it black cherries and redcurrants? Subtle notes of mocha, pencil shavings and almost
Graves-like earthiness wind through the concentrated, medium to full-bodied palate, giving it a sense
of savory gravitas, while the finish is silky and long, leaving a lingering residue of soft tannins and
mouthwatering freshness.
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A loaded wine, though reserved in style, with waves of dense cassis, plum reduction and blackberry
preserves moving through authoritatively, while sweet bay leaf, warm loam and tobacco accents fill
in the background. The long cast iron spine is deeply buried in the fruit, and this has superior cut and
drive. Built for serious cellaring, too. Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. Best from
2024 through 2040.
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