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OVERVIEW
Meerlust Estate has been part of 
the Myburgh family tradition for 
eight generations, dating back to 
1693. Long recognized for produc-
ing world-class wines, the Meerlust 
Estate is singularly rich in charm and 
history. Meerlust produces wines 
that are true to the intrinsic char-
acter of their vineyards located in 
the Stellenbosch region. The diverse 
soils, the unique coastal climate and 
over 300 years of dedication are all 
essential components of Meerlust’s 
complex, rich and truly distinctive 
wines.

WINEMAKING
Every parcel of each variety was fermented separately before undergoing malolactic fermentation 
in 300-liter barrels and large foudre. After 8 months in oak, the components were blended and 
given another 8 months in barrel for harmonization before bottling. With its rich flavor profile 
and carefully selected blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, and Petit Verdot 
grapes, the Meerlust Red is a true expression of the estate’s commitment to quality and excellence 
in winemaking.

This was initially made as a one-off declassification, but now it is a permanent part of 
the range: they have 20 hectares of younger vineyards that need a home. 2021 was a 
lovely vintage, and quite cool, giving intense wines but also fresh wines and this year 
the wine was Cabernet Franc led. 18 months in oak, 10% new. Chunky and focused 
with sweet black cherry and berry fruits, with nice definition. Good concentration 
with a bit of structure and nice freshness. Lovely intensity to this wine with great bal-
ance and potential for ageing.

Bright red fruit, tart with juiciness; darker bramble fruit, smudged with dustiness. The 
acidity sticks out a little (like the Cabernet) and the tannins are more rustic. It’s pleas-
ant and robust, but just a wee bit scrappy. 

VARIETALS:
36% Cabernet Franc

25% Merlot
25% Cabernet Sauvignon

14% Petit Verdot
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RIVER TERRACES

COMPAGNIESDRIFT

THE RED IS A TRUE EXPRESSION 
OF THE MEERLUST ESTATE FROM

 FOUR DISTINCTIVE TERROIRS:

Stellenbosch, South Africa


