
Founded in 1881 by its namesake, Pio Cesare is located in the Piedmont region of Italy. It is in 
the town of Alba that 5th generation proprietor Federica Rosy Boffa is leading her family’s 
charge into modern winemaking. With ownership in over 170 acres of vineyards in Barolo 
and Barbaresco, Pio Cesare’s wines are iconic representations of the region’s best terroirs 
— reflecting the family’s unwavering dedication to place and excellence.

100% Nebbiolo

Barbaresco Pio 2019

The Pio Cesare family’s unique winemaking method stresses minimal intervention to produce wines of partic-
ularly supple flavor expression. A ceaseless devotion to the individuality of each of the region’s wines informs 
Pio Cesare’s choices in the cellar: shorter maceration, separate lot fermentation, judicious selection for barrel 
and large cask aging, and bottling schedules determined by the ideal structure of each wine. This allows Pio 
Cesare to craft wines of varying weight, ageability and drinkability as determined by the vineyard rather than 
market fashion.

This Barbaresco is produced using the classic “formula” of traditional families: a wine which embraces and 
combines each of the unique characteristics of the different terroirs of the appellation, sourcing grapes from 
the family’s multiple vineyards in different communes.

Pio Cesare farms its vineyards without the use of chemical products. In an effort to prepare the vines for the 
summer heat, the viticulture team applies green manure, enriching the soil with mineral elements and organic 
matter. 

WINEMAKING
The grapes are sourced exclusively from the Pio Cesare family’s vineyards: the famous “Il Bricco” estate 
and the great hill of San Stefanetto, both located in the village of Treiso. The wine is fermented in tempera-
ture-controlled stainless steel tanks. There is skin contact for 20 days. Thirty-five percent of the wine is aged 
in French oak barriques (one-third new) for 30 months. The remaining 65 percent spends three years in 
French oak casks, 20 to 50 hectoliters each.
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This is a very typical Barbaresco, with a solid core of fruit. Lots of strawberries, cedar and chewy tannins. Full and 
structured. Excellent length, with the tannins kicking in at the end. This needs at least four or five years of bottle age. 
Try after 2027.

The 2019 Barbaresco by Pio Cesare offers tart cranberry notes alongside salty soils, dusty minerals and shades of 
orange blossom on the nose. The palate is very soft and refined with silky tannins that frame a core of pure red fruits, 
with bergamot and red rose water. This is really good right now but consider giving it an hour in the decanter before 
consuming. Drink 2023-2038

A graceful, well-toned red, with a solid construction supporting aromas and flavors of cherry, strawberry, rose and 
graphite. Reveals flashes of tar and white pepper as this winds down on the resonant finish. Best from 2025 through 
2043.

The words “Barbaresco Pio” appear on the bottom of the label in tribute to the late Pio Boffa. The Pio Cesare 2019 
Barbaresco shows a beautiful ruby-tinged appearance that is well suited to the bright aromas of cassis, pomegranate, 
licorice and grilled herb that lift from the bouquet. This Barbaresco is slender and silky in texture, and it’s already 
drinking nicely right now.

Pale raspberry at the core, this wine has an attractively delicate nose of field strawberries, rose petals and savory 
spice. The palate has feather-soft tannins and riveting, spine-straightening acidity. The structure meshes nicely with 
the bountiful fruit character. While there’s a hint of a high alcohol tingle in the background, the fruit tastes remarkably 
fresh. Unusually, this is a very drinkable Nebbiolo, despite its notably youthful character.

A pale and youthful ruby, the 2019 Barbaresco Pio is elegant and lifted with fresh raspberry, fennel, dusty earth, and 
orange peel. Medium-bodied, with fine tannins, and angular acidity, it has vibrant fruit throughout. with a spine of 
tension notes of wild strawberry and dried apricot, and savory salinity. Drink 2025-2040.


