
Barbaresco Pio DOCG 2021
Piemonte, Italy 

OVERVIEW
The Pio Cesare family’s unique winemaking method stresses minimal intervention to pro-
duce wines of particularly supple flavor expression. A ceaseless devotion to the individuality 
of each of the region’s wines informs Pio Cesare’s choices in the cellar: shorter maceration, 
separate lot fermentation, judicious selection for barrel and large cask aging, and bottling 
schedules determined by the ideal structure of each wine. This allows Pio Cesare to craft 
wines of varying weight, ageability and drinkability as determined by the vineyard rather than 
market fashion.

This Barbaresco is produced using the classic “formula” of traditional families: a wine which 
embraces and combines each of the unique characteristics of the different terroirs of the appel-
lation, sourcing 100% of the grapes from the family’s multiple vineyards in different communes.

WINEMAKING
The grapes are sourced exclusively from the Pio Cesare family’s vineyards: the famous 
“Il Bricco” estate and the great hill of San Stefanetto, both located in the village of Treiso. 
The wine is fermented in temperature-controlled stainless steel tanks. There is skin contact 
for 20 days. 35 percent of the wine is aged in French oak barriques (one-third new) for 30 
months. The remaining 65 percent spends three years in French oak casks, 20 to 50 hectoli-
ters each.

VARIETALS: 
100% Nebbiolo

96
POINTS

94
POINTS

The aromas of iodine and oyster shell really come through together with black 
cherries and dark brambleberries. Medium body with firm and racy tannins that 
run the length of the wine. March 2025 release. Drinkable but even better in 
three or four years. Try after 2028.

The Pio Cesare 2021 Barbaresco presents a solid core of dark fruit, cherry and 
redcurrant, with spice and dried rose petal elegantly layered in at the back. This 
wine paints an accurate picture of a classic vintage with nicely ripened fruit and 
firm tannins. It sees 30 months in oak, mostly in large oak casks and some neutral 
barrique.
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These are vivid, exceptionally beautiful wines that 
show the heights Nebbiolo can reach.


