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Very deep garnet-purple colored, the 2018 Dominus slowly emerges from the glass with profound 
notes of blackcurrant cordial, ripe black plums, boysenberries and Black Forest cake with hints of 
violets, star anise, cracked black pepper, raspberry leaves and pencil lead, plus a touch of garrigue. 
Medium to full-bodied, the palate delivers impactful black fruit layers, creating a beguiling sense of 
richness that is beautifully countered by invigorating freshness and great poise, framed by super 
ripe, plush tannins and beautiful tension, finishing on a lingering fragrant earth note and, finally, 
lots of mineral sparks. For all that it is at the moment, one cannot help but feel that this 2018 is 
holding something back. Give it a good five years in bottle, at least, and then get set for what I 
suspect will be a mind-blowing transformation over the next 30 years+.  February 2021

Upon his discovery of the 124-acre Napanook vineyard in 1981, Christian Moueix founded Dominus Estate 
to produce one of Napa Valley’s most acclaimed cabernet sauvignons. The vineyard’s volcanic, well-draining 
soils are specifically suited to growing Bordeaux varietals, and winemaker Tod Mostero vinifies each dry-
farmed parcel separately. Attention to detail is unparalleled, with minimal intervention allowing the terroir to 
fully express itself in the wine.

Exclusively represented by Maisons Marques & Domaines | www.mmdusa.net

The flagship 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon checks in as 89% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc, 
and 5% Petit Verdot brought up in 40% new French oak. With an essence of Cabernet-like character 
in its darker currants, green tobacco, cedar, graphite, and floral aromas and flavors, this gorgeous 
wine is full-bodied and has bright yet integrated acidity, polished tannins, and a great, great finish. 
It’s just gorgeously put together and a magical, flawless wine. It’s going to take a decade to hit 
maturity but will evolve for 40-50 years in cold cellars. It is as good as it gets in classic, age-worthy 
Cabernet Sauvignon!  January 2021

100 pts.

99+ pts.

This is incredible on the nose, offering hot stones, blackcurrants, iodine and wet earth. Full-bodied 
with a tight center palate, then it opens with a tannin structure that is weightless and spreads 
across the palate. Totally integrated on the palate. This is a magic-carpet wine. Really incredible. 
One of the reference points for the vintage. Drinkable now and please try a bottle, but it’s one for 
the cellar.  May 2021

100 pts.


