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Upon his discovery of the 124-acre Napanook vineyard in 1981, Christian Moueix founded Dominus Estate 
to produce one of Napa Valley’s most acclaimed cabernet sauvignons. The vineyard’s volcanic, well-draining 
soils are specifically suited to growing Bordeaux varietals, and winemaker Tod Mostero vinifies each dry-
farmed parcel separately. Attention to detail is unparalleled, with minimal intervention allowing the terroir to 
fully express itself in the wine.

The 2018 Napanook showed incredibly well, with fabulous crème de cassis, spring 
flowers, graphite, and green tobacco aromas and flavors. With terrific ripeness, 
medium to full body, and ripe, yet polished tannins, this beauty should be snatched 
up by savvy readers. It should evolve for 15 years or more. The blend is 90% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc, and the rest Petit Verdot, aged in 20% new French 
oak.  January 2021

Gorgeous aromas of plums and currants with some wet earth, mushroom, bark and 
incense undertones. Woody. Medium-to full-bodied with such beautiful depth and 
length. So subtle and long. Fabulous harmony. One of the best I have ever tasted. 
Drink or hold.  May 2021

Deep garnet-purple in color, the 2018 Napanook leaps from the glass with vivacious 
scents of fresh blueberries, black cherries, crushed blackcurrants and redcurrant jelly 
with hints of pencil shavings, red roses and dusty soil plus a waft of bay leaves. Medium-
bodied, the palate is very tightly wound, allowing glimpses at loads of mineral and 
savory nuances among the taut black and red fruit notes, supported by fine-grained 
tannins and bold freshness, finishing with a compelling herbal lift.  February 2021
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